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“To give from love provides hope for life.” 
    -Author unknown 

 
Since my first year in District 204 (a very long time ago), I have written a Thanksgiving message.   
Although change is always good, so is tradition.   
 
Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday!  I spend a wonderful day with my family.  Although I do 
watch football, I also share the cooking and cleaning with my wife!  In addition to gathering 
with my family, Thanksgiving is reflective.  It allows me to take some time and express my 
gratitude to all who have made my both my professional and personal life so blessed.  My 
heartfelt appreciation goes out to my May Watts family who do so much to make our school 
great. 
 
To the students… we are off to a great start.  Your friendliness, enthusiasm and respect for 
each other are astonishing.  As always, student behavior has been phenomenal.  Each and 
every day you make me smile, laugh and feel glad that I am your principal. You make coming 
to work a joy! 
 
To the PTA, parent volunteers and all our parents… you put countless hours planning events, 
rewarding our staff, and attending meetings.  The numbers of volunteers for teacher luncheons, 
popcorn day, the Reflections contest, various fund raisers, Market Day, the LMC and field 
trips continue to amaze me.  There is a sense of community at May Watts.  Children are  
moving in wondrous new directions thanks to your help. 
 
To the May Watts Staff… you always put children first.  Your willingness to try innovative 
practices is appreciated.  You will go the extra mile if it will benefit a student.  You define the 
word professional.  Your empathy and dedication exemplify care. 
 
To the secretarial/clerical staff… thank you for the amount of time you dedicate to your job to 
guarantee that students, parents and staff needs are met on a daily basis.  You simply do it all 
and you perform your duties with a wonderful sense of humor and service. 
 
At May Watts, we work together in a spirit of cooperation and collaboration.  Let us continue 
to show that spirit and willingness to work hard.  Let us join forces for the benefit of all.  To 
all of you who celebrate our traditional American 
holiday — Happy Thanksgiving!  To all Watts 
families — I give thanks each and every day for 
the opportunity to work with you. 
 
 
Michael Raczak 
May Watts Principal 
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 Thank you to everyone who  
 participated in the 2009/2010  
 Reflections Program.  We had many  
 entries this year.  The students did a  
 wonderful job with the theme  
 “Beauty is…”  There were many  
 creative projects.  Congratulations to  
 everyone!  You did a great job! 
 

 We had 30 entries advance to the  
 IPPC District 204 level.  The judging  
 for this level will take place over the  
 next month and students should be  
 notified before the winter break. 
 

 Thanks again to all the students who  
 entered, their families, my helpers,  
 the judges, Mrs. Keene and Mr.  
 Raczak for making this years’  
 program such a success. 
 
 Tami Wagener 
 Reflections Chair 
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Thank you to all who have submitted Box Tops for Education –  
5,772 Box Tops have been collected so far!  Mrs. Winslow’s class  
is the winner of our first contest for the school year!  Her class will  
be rewarded with a treat and juice boxes.  Way to go 4W!  Our next contest will include 
Box Tops collected now through February 12, 2010 and we will also run a grand total con-
test for the end of the school year. 
 

The Kindergarten classes are off to a good start, too.  Kindergarteners, please remember to 
submit your Box Tops before winter break to see who wins the Kindergarten only contest. 
 

Note that Box Tops do have expiration dates, so please check before submitting them as 
General Mills will not accept expired ones and they will not be counted in class totals for 
contests.  Your Box Tops should be submitted one month before the expiration date. 
 

How to participate: 
 

1.  Clip 10¢ Box Tops for Education Labels found on General  
 Mills products.  To view the complete list of qualifying  
 products, you can check out their website:   
 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/Downloads/Global/ParticipatingProductsFlyer2008.pdf 
 

2. Place your Box Tops in a zipper storage bag with your teacher’s name on it. 
 

3.  Place the bag in the Box Tops for Education Box in the LMC. 
 

Thank you for your support of this great program! 
�
Julia Ballent, Box Tops Chair 
jtball7@yahoo.com 
630-717-7285 

Box Tops Collected 
As of 10/16/09 
     ————— 
 

Anco  312 
Baldwin 412 
Baumann 455 
Benyo    25 
Brayton  131 
Bronson 269 
Brouch  132 
Cerrato      75 
Chamernik 178 
Covert  325 
Doranski 100 
Gaughan 139 
Giarrante 535 
Gilbert      0 
Kiselyk  539 
Pedersen 188 
Philipp  340 
Schumann   29 
Sobin      0 
Vaid    22 
Wilke  402 
Winslow 652 
Wolfe    49 
Zbikowski 332 
Anonymous 131 
Total           5,772
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On October 20th May 
Watts PTA was honored 
to host the District 36 
Fall Conference. PTA 
District 36 is one of 
twenty districts in the 
state of Illinois and in-
cludes District 204, all of 
DuPage County west of 
I-355, and portions of Will County. We were 
pleased that Director Jean Donovan chose us to 
host from the many, many schools in her district. 
 
The event included dinner, a keynote speaker from 
Naperville’s own KidsMatter discussing the topic 
of helping our children handle stress, and a vendor 
fair featuring businesses who provide goods and 
services to local schools. In addition, PTA mem-
bers were able to attend one of three mini-courses 
on the topics of volunteerism, PTA and Facebook, 
or By-Laws and Standing Rules. 
 

 
(FROM THE PTA PRESIDENT, continued on page 8) 
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Operation Smile was a bright success!  The 4th Graders created 
over 130 inspired works of art with thoughtful messages and 
energy bars attached to them.  Over 430 items were donated by 
the May Watts community including dental floss, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, and greeting cards.  A very big THANK YOU to all 
the 4th graders, their parents and teachers and all other contribu-
tors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The entire month of November is Operation Sunshine.  The 
3rd graders will be working on special art projects during their 
regular Art Classes with Ms. Hemmens.  We are asking the 3rd 
graders to bring in a pack of gum to attach to their artwork.  
We are also asking the entire May Watts community for chap-
stick, lip balm and sunscreen donations to help protect our 
adopted Marines from the harsh sun.  Troops also love holiday 
cards they can send.  We will ship our next round of care pack-
ages to our adopted Marines at the end of November.  If you 
have any questions about the “Art for Heroes” project, please 
contact Ms. Hemmens or Kira Trunck by e-mail at 
Trunck3@gmail.com. 
�
Kira Trunck 
Project S.H.A.R.E. Chairperson    
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Save the date! 
Family Science 
Night will be held the  
evening of Tuesday,  
January 26, 2010 in 

the May Watts gymnasium.   
 
Back by popular demand, 
“Mr. Freeze” will dazzle us 
with the wonders of liquid  
Nitrogen. 
 
For more information, or to 
volunteer to assist with this 
event, please contact either 
Laura Dovalovsky 
or Arlene Farrar at 
Farrar-
lene@aol.com. 
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If you have a child in ANY District 204 school that has an IEP  
(Individualized Education Plan) or 504 plan, OR if you are a Supported  
Education Staff member, we’d love for you to come and check us out.   
We meet monthly, and following our meetings, we host guest speakers  
who share information pertinent to our unique parenting experiences.  
 
Information will be coming soon about our second annual grant program,  
benefiting our wonderful Supported Education Staff.  The IPSN PTA  
membership has again made this commitment out of gratitude to the  
staff that daily goes the extra mile with and for our kids.  These grants  
will be available only to IPSN PTA staff members.  Staff membership  
dues are $4/year.  
 
Our next meeting will be on November 17 at 7:00 pm in the Crouse Education Center.  Rather than a speaker, 
however, we are hosting our first-ever Resource Fair.  Guests will have the opportunity to meet some local service 
providers and hopefully gather some new information.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
   
Kim Lee 
IPSN PTA liaison  
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Go to the May Watts Book Fair website for all the details (also see page 9)!  
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/maywatts  

 

 
 
It’s been back to basics in the LMC this month. All grade levels have been learning to find what they need in 
the library.  With the exponential explosion of information in recent years, the key to success is not in knowing 
the facts, but rather in knowing how to find the facts.  The beginning of this process is learning basic search 
strategies and using keywords to find books in the library. 
 
We want K-2 students to be “Just Right” – Your children need your encouragement to choose and read 
“Just Right” books! 
 
Our emphasis for K-2 students will continue to be learning to select “just right” books.  In order to become bet-
ter readers, children need to read, read, read.  However, if they have a book that is too difficult, it will not pro-
vide the practice the child needs to improve fluency and comprehension.  Frustration with difficult books actu-
ally makes kids dislike reading.  Mrs. Hawbaker and I have been trying our best to steer students to readable 
books, but we need your help!  Please talk to your child about the books they are reading, and ask them to read 
aloud to you.   K-2 may check out two books at a time, and one of these should be a “just right” book for them.  
 
Remember, comprehension is just as important as fluency in deciding whether a book is “Just Right” or not. 
 

 
Grades 4 & 5 - The Best of Rebecca (Caudill) 

 
The Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award is the Illinois state award for books geared toward students 
in grades 4 through 8. Since 1988, Illinois’ students have been voting for their favorite book from the list of 20 
nominees. The twenty titles nominated each year represent the best of modern children’s literature.  
 
For the rest of this calendar year, May Watts’ 4th and 5th grade students will be reading Rebecca Caudill nomi-
nees from 1988 – 2010.  Each time students finish reading one of the 460 titles, they get entered into a pool of  
student names to win free books.  Any student who has read 10 books by January 2010 will also qualify for a 
pizza party.  For a complete list of nominated books, go to the Rebecca Caudill website http://
www.rebeccacaudill.org.  Students who have finished reading one of these books will fill out a slip with their 
name, the book title and author, and rate the book 1-10 (books read any time since August 2009 will count).  
Each week, we will draw student names to award free books.   
 
Laurie May 
LMC Director 
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Parents’ Discussion Guide To Maximize Your 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
 

Adapted by the Parent Diversity Advisory Council for District 204 parents 
Suggested Questions Developed By: Peggy Gisler, Ed.S. and Marge Eberts, Ed.S., ������������	
��
�	����������
��
�  

5 Essential  
Questions to 

Ask Your 
Child’s 

Teacher: 
 

1. What skills and 
knowledge will my 
child be expected to 
master this year? 
 
2. How will my child 
be evaluated? 
 
3. What happens if 
my child does not 
pass the evaluations? 
 
4. How do you  
accommodate  
differences in  
learning? 
 
5. What can I do to 
support my child's 
academic progress? 

I feel my child is not 
being challenged  
 

Questions You Should Ask: 
1. How is my child doing  
academically in your class? 
 
��� Do you feel my child is quickly 
completing class assignments with 
little effort?  What does my child 
do if he/she finishes an assignment 
early? 
 
��� How can you challenge my 
child? How do you differentiate for 
my child? 
 
4. Does the school have a formal 
program for gifted and talented 
children?  Should my child be 
tested for it? 
 
5. What can I do at home to  
enhance my child's educational 
experience? 
 
 
Tips for Parents: 
1. Discuss with the teacher the  
possibility of your child spending 
less time with the curriculum mas-
tered and more time with extension 
and enrichment opportunities. 
�
��� Visit Internet sites 
(www.nagc.org) to find ideas about 
how to challenge bright children. 
 
3. Consider enrolling your child in 
some enrichment classes or  
activities either after school or on 
Saturdays. School districts, col-
leges, and museums offer these 
types of programs. 
 
4. Join a parents' group involved in 
the education of gifted children. 

I feel my child is  
struggling  
academically 
 

Questions You Should Ask: 
��� Is my child performing at grade level 
in reading, math, social studies, and 
science? 
 

��� What exactly do you feel is the prob-
lem or problems that are causing my 
child to struggle in school this year? 
 

��� What special help can the school 
offer my child to get him or her on 
track academically as quickly as possi-
ble? 
 

��� Does my child receive an interven-
tion? Would it be appropriate to test my 
child for a learning disability? 
 

5. How can I help my child do better in 
school? 
 
Tips for Parents: 
1. Begin right away to work with your 
child on homework every night. Give 
assistance when it is 
required. 
 
2. Study your child's daily papers care-
fully, and help him/her correct any mis-
takes. 
 
3. Teach your child study skills such as 
reading directions carefully, studying 
examples in textbooks, and writing 
down assignments. 
 
4. Collect information about your 
child's performance at school so you 
can closely monitor his/her 
progress. 
 
5. Learn about your child's legal rights 
and the Response to Intervention (RTI) 
problem solving model in your school. 
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I feel my child is  
struggling socially 
 

 
Questions You Should Ask: 
��� Does my child have any friends 
at school? 
 

��� Why do you feel my child is hav-
ing problems socializing with other 
children? 
 

��� Is there anything you can do in 
the classroom to help my child feel 
more comfortable around his/her 
peers? 
 

��� Do you have any suggestions 
about what I could do at home to 
help my child get along better with 
his/her classmates? 
 

��� Would it be a good idea for my 
child to talk to the school counselor 
or psychologist about ways to im-
prove her/his socialization skills? 
 
Tips for Parents: 
1. Try to make your home a place 
that helps your child’s friends feel 
comfortable. 
�

��� Invite a classmate  to your home 
to play with your child. 
 

��� Have your child participate in 
programs that bolster his/her inter-
ests, skills (karate, music, scouting) 
and circle of friends. 
 

��� Let your child see you in social 
interactions so that he/she will have 
an appropriate role model. 
 

�
� Children with friends at school 
are generally happier than those 
without; however, solid relation-
ships with family members, 
neighborhood children, and other 
adults can be good substitutes. 

I feel my child is doing 
well.  What else is 
there to talk about? 
 
 

Questions You Should Ask: 
��� What grade level is my child 
performing on in reading, math, 
social studies, and science? 
 
��� How is my child doing in re-
lation to the rest of the class? (Is 
my child performing in the top 
25% or top 10%?) 
 
��� What do you see as my child's 
strengths and needs? 
 
��� Could you tell me about my 
child's work ethic, relations with 
other children, behavior in class, 
and attitude toward learning? 
 
��� Can you tell me what aca-
demic topics and skills will be 
emphasized this year in your 
classroom? 
 
Tips for Parents: 
��� Give the teacher extra infor-
mation about your child to help 
him or her know the child better. 
 
��� Express your appreciation to 
the teacher for the good year 
your child is having at school. 
 
��� Ask the teacher if there is 
anything special that you could 
do to help in the classroom this 
year. 
 
��� Talk to your child each day 
about what is going on in 
school, and be sure to praise the 
effort she/he is putting into  
getting a good education. 

I feel my child and the 
teacher do not get along 
 

Questions You Should Ask: 
��� Is my child behaving appropri-
ately in the classroom? 
 
��� Are you aware that my child is 
finding it difficult to work with 
you? 
 
��� What suggestions do you have 
about ways my child could  
improve his/her relationship with 
you? 
 
��� Do you have any ideas about 
how you might get along better 
with my child? 
 
5. What can I do to support a  
positive relationship between you 
and my child? 
 
Tips for Parents: 
��� Approach the conference with a 
cooperative attitude and avoid  
confrontation. 
 
��� Make a list of the positive and 
negative experiences your child is 
having at school and share them 
with the teacher. 
�
��� Remember that you have only 
heard half of the story. Could your 
child be overreacting to a  
situation? 
�
��� Listen carefully to your child's 
comments about what is going on 
at school and help him/her find 
ways to handle the situation. 
 
5. Visit the classroom to monitor 
your child's perception of the 
situation. 
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(FROM THE PTA PRESIDENT, continued from page 3) 
 
I would like to thank the following people who helped out with 
the event: 
 
Karen Altekruse Diane Glonek 
Jennifer Straub  Gretchen Pastore 
Cindy Brennan  Laurie May 
Maureen Overman   
 
A special thanks to Mr. Raczak for his continued support of the 
May Watts PTA. 
 
Cassie Burns 
May Watts PTA President 
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May Watts Students – Add YOUR creative touch to our school’s entryway! 
 
The PTA-sponsored ART STARS program brings our own May Watts student art gallery to the school 
lobby.  We’re currently enjoying creative works from these May Watts ART STARS: 
 
 Alexandra G.   1W  Jacob R.           2BA  Natalia K.     1G  
 Amruth P.        4G  James W.         3BR  Paige B.        2BA  
 Esther W.         3A  Kate R.            4Z  Samuel K.     3K 
 Ishaan P.          2BA  Morgan C.       2G  Sophia S.      2BA 
        
Thank you each so much for sharing your inspiration and enriching our school with your wonderful  
artwork! 
 

Lend us one of your works of art and add YOUR personality and pizzazz to our school’s main entrance.  
You can share 2D or 3D pieces, created at home or in class.  Here are a couple ideas for November:   
HARVEST or GIVING THANKS.   
Please label your artwork with 
your name and classroom and 
place it in the main office in ART 
STARS folio or box. 
 

For November’s display we would  
especially like to showcase art-
work submitted as part of the  
Reflections program; please share 
your beautiful entries with the en-
tire May Watts community.   
 
PTA Bulletin Board Committee 
Andrea Hirniak-Sandy,  
630-416-2036,   
haole67@yahoo.com or  
Paula Popko, 630-416-8855,  
leepopko@wideopenwest.com 
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May Watts School and Scholastic Books presents : 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SALE DATES 

Wed.      Nov. 4th 8am—8pm 

Thurs.    Nov. 5th 8:45am—4pm 

Fri.        Nov. 6th   8:45am—4pm 

Mon.      Nov. 7th  8:45am—4pm 

Tues.    Nov. 10th     8am—8pm 
 

We accept cash, checks and credit cards.  Make 

checks payable to May Watts School. 

Each year, the May Watts Book Fair provides the necessary funds to support 

the school’s Library Media Center (LMC).  Through your generous support of 

this event, we are able to purchase new books, replace worn books & provide 

reading programs for the children of May Watts.  Thank you for your  

continued support! 



������$� ��

�����

�
�

������

����!��

8�-�����������������
�?�3	������
 

At the request of district administration, PTAs in the district conducted a parent survey, asking for feedback  
regarding the school calendar.  This information will be communicated back to Indian Prairie Parents’ Council 
(IPPC).  IPPC will then appoint three representatives to present the information at the meeting of the district  
Calendar Committee, the group that determines the school calendar.   
 

Thank you to all May Watts parents who took time to respond.  The results of our survey follow:     
 
Total Responses: 80 out of 462 families (Note:  Due to the short turnaround 
time, this survey was only presented to families who subscribe to our school 
listserv). 

Do you like an earlier start to the school year? 
No:  76%    Yes: 24% 
 

Of those respondents reporting YES (they like an earlier start to the school year), these are the 
reasons (adds up to more than 100% because respondents could choose more than one answer):  

I like starting summer vacation earlier in the year: 63%  
It is more in line with surrounding school districts: 47%  
Older youth get a head start on finding summer jobs: 11%  

  Other: 0%  

Of those respondents reporting NO (they do not like an earlier start to the school year), these are 
the reasons (adds up to more than 100% because respondents could choose more than one answer):  

  It is too hot for schools with no air conditioning: 86% 
I want to be able to take family vacations in August when it is still warm and other schools are 
already in session: 61% 
Other: 35% 

As of the 2008-2009 school year, all IPSD 204 schools close on election days so the students are not in at-
tendance when voters are in the schools.  Do you agree with this policy? 

Yes: 70%     No: 30% 

Responses to Open-Ended Questions 
 When explaining why they do not like an earlier start to the school year, most comments centered on 

three themes: 1) it is too cold in May to start summer vacation and we should take advantage of warmer 
weather in August for summer activities; 2) August is a “summer” month and should be spent doing 
“summer” things like vacation and spending time together as a family; and 3) elementary school build-
ings are too hot in August and are much more comfortable and conducive to learning in May and June.  

 

 The end of the survey invited respondents to comment on any topic related to the calendar. Four main 
themes emerged from those comments: 1) Many respondents expressed a strong dislike of the late 
school starts on Wednesdays, expressing special concerns about disruptions to family and child routines 
and unsupervised children outside the school. 2) Many respondents expressed a preference for school to 
start after Labor Day, when summer is naturally drawing to a close. 3) Respondents appreciate it when 
non-holiday days off (teacher in-service days, Building Improvement Days, etc.) are clustered with holi-
days or weekends so it is not as disruptive to parent and family schedules. 4) Other issues mentioned 
were air conditioning and heat concerns, general concern for how many non-holiday days off are sched-
uled during the school year, and the dislike for half-days off. 

 
 

Karen Altekruse 
IPPC Representative 
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The December Watts Up will be posted the week of 
12/1.  Please send me your articles by 11/23! 
 
Maureen Overman 
630-717-5485/maureenoverman@yahoo.com 
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11/04/09  Parent/Teacher conferences  
    4:30 - 8 pm 
11/4/09-11/10/09 May Watts Book Fair in the LMC 
11/10/09  NO SCHOOL (Parent/Teacher  
    conferences 8 am - 3 pm and  
    4:30 - 8 pm) 
11/11/09  NO SCHOOL (Veterans Day) 
11/16/09  General PTA meeting (7 pm in LMC) 
11/23/09  Watts Up articles are due for Dec. 
11/25/09-11/27/09 NO SCHOOL (Thanksgiving Break) 
12/21/09  Winter Break  
1/4/2010  Classes resume 
1/12/2010  General PTA meeting (7 pm in LMC) 
1/14/2010  End of semester/second quarter 
1/15/2010  NO SCHOOL (Teacher Work Day) 
1/18/2010  NO SCHOOL  
   (Martin Luther King Day) 
2/2/2010  NO SCHOOL (Parent/Teacher 
   conferences) 
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On October 6, 2009, Office Max paid a 
special tribute to 1000 outstanding 
teachers all across the country — and our 
LMC’s own Mrs. Laurie May was one of 
them!  A team came to May Watts, loaded 
down with shopping carts full of supplies 
and equipment worth over $1200.00,  
including a digital camera, a scanner and a 
desk chair!  Company representatives 
asked Mr. Raczak if there was anything 
else the school needed, and wound up  
donating all new mouse pads for the  
computer lab, too!  It was all part of  
Office Max’s A Day Made Better program  
Working to Erase Teacher Funded  
Classrooms.  Mr. Raczak was the one who 
nominated Mrs. May for the honor,  
writing “Mrs. May teaches K-5th grade 
library and technology skills.  Laurie is 
an outstanding advocate for the children 
and teachers at May Watts.  She  
coordinates all of our technology efforts.  
She assures the school is always pointed 
in the right direction in regards to  
research and informational literacy.  She 
is a tireless worker.  Mrs. May is the glue 
that holds us together.” 
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