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“To give from love provides hope for life.”
-Author unknown

Since my first year in District 204 (a very longné ago), | have written a Thanksgiving message.
Although change is always good, so is tradition.

Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday! | spend a wlerful day with my family. Although | do
watch football, | also share the cooking and clegnvith my wife! In addition to gathering
with my family, Thanksgiving is reflective. It allvs me to take some time and express my
gratitude to all who have made my both my professiand personal life so blessed. My
heartfelt appreciation goes out to my May Wattsifiamho do so much to make our school
great.

To the students... we are off to a great start. ¥Yoendliness, enthusiasm and respect for
each other are astonishing. As always, studeravi@hhas been phenomenal. Each and
every day you make me smile, laugh and feel glatlitam your principal. You make coming
to work a joy!

To the PTA, parent volunteers and all our pareny®u. put countless hours planning events,
rewarding our staff, and attending meetings. Timalers of volunteers for teacher luncheons,
popcorn day, th&eflectionsontest, various fund raisers, Market Day, the La#d field

trips continue to amaze me. There is a sensernfmmity at May Watts. Children are

moving in wondrous new directions thanks to yodphe

To the May Watts Staff... you always put childrestfir Your willingness to try innovative
practices is appreciated. You will go the extréerifiit will benefit a student. You define the
word professional. Your empathy and dedicatiomedy care.

To the secretarial/clerical staff... thank you foe fimount of time you dedicate to your job to
guarantee that students, parents and staff neeasedron a daily basis. You simply do it all
and you perform your duties with a wonderful seoiSeumor and service.

At May Watts, we work together in a spirit of coogitéion and collaboration. Let us continue
to show that spirit and willingness to work hatdet us join forces for the benefit of all. To
all of you who celebrate our traditional American
holiday — Happy Thanksgiving! To all Watts
families — | give thanks each and every day for
the opportunity to work with you.

Michael Raczak
May Watts Principal
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Thank you to everyone who
participated in the 2009/2010
Reflectiondrogram. We had many
entries this year. The students did
wonderful job with the theme
“Beauty is...” There were many
creative projects. Congratulations
everyone! You did a great job!

We had 30 entries advance to the
IPPC District 204 level. The judgin
for this level will take place over the
next month and students should be
notified before the winter break.

Thanks again to all the students wt
entered, their families, my helpers,
the judges, Mrs. Keene and Mr.
Raczak for making this years’
program such a success.

Tami Wagener
Reflections Chair

Box Tops Collected
Asof1016/09 |V -
Thank you to all who have submitted Box Tops fou&ation —

Anco 312 15,772 Box Tops have been collected so far! Mrs1dléiw’s class
Baldwin 412 |is the winner of our first contest for the schoeay! Her class will
Baumann 455 | be rewarded with a treat and juice boxes. Wayotd\yy! Our next contest will include
Benyo 25 | Box Tops collected now through February 12, 201dwae will also run a grand total con-
Brayton 131 ]test for the end of the school year.
Bronson 269 . .
Brouch 132 The Kindergarten classes are off to a good staut, Kindergarteners, please remember to
Cerrato 75 | submit your Box Tops before winter break to see wirts the Kindergarten only contest.
Chamernik 178 | Note that Box Tops do have expiration dates, sasgieheck before submitting them as
Covert . 325 | General Mills will not accept expired ones and téy not be counted in class totals for
Doranski 100 | contests. Your Box Tops should be submitted onetmbefore the expiration date.
Gaughan 139 .
Giarrante 535 | How to participate:
Gilbert 0 ]1. Clip 10¢ Box Tops for Education Labels found@eneral
Kiselyk 539 Mills products. To view the complete list of qifigihg
Pﬁ?ersen 188 products, you can check out their website:
Phili 340
SchlJerr)1ann 29 | http://www.boxtops4education.com/Downloads/GlobaitlipatingProductsFlyer2008. pdf
\S/O_bc:” zg 2. Place your Box Tops in a zipper storage bag yatir teacher’'s nameon it.

ai
Wilke 402 13- Place the bag in the Box Tops for Education iBidke LMC.
wlor:?elow 625 Thank you for your support of this great program!
Zbikowski 332 Julia Ballent, Box Tops Chair
Anonymous 131 | iiyal17 @yahoo.com
Total 5,772 | 630-717-7285
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Operation Smile was a bright success! TH&4aders create
over 130 inspired works of art with thoughtful magss and

energy bars attached to them. Over 430 items damated by
the May Watts community including dental floss,ttdwushes
toothpaste, and greeting cards. A very big THAN&W to all
the 4" graders, their parents and teachers and all odreribu-
tors.

The entire month of November@peration Sunshine The
3 graders will be working on special art projectsiniy their
regular Art Classes with Ms. Hemmens. We are gsiia &
graders to bring in a pack of gum to attach tortagivork.
We are also asking the entire May Watts commuwitychap-
stick, lip balm and sunscreen donations to helpegtaur
adopted Marines from the harsh sun. Troops alg® holiday
cards they can send. We will ship our next rouinchoe pack-
ages to our adopted Marines at the end of Novenibgou
have any questions about the “Art for Heroes” mjplease
contact Ms. Hemmens or Kira Trunck by e-mail at
Trunck3@gmail.com

Kira Trunck
Project S.H.A.R.E. Chairperson
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On October 26 May

Watts PTA was honored

to host the District 36

Fall Conference. PTA

District 36 is one of

twenty districts in the

state of Illinois and in-

cludes District 204, all of

DuPage County west of

I-355, and portions of Will County. We were
pleased that Director Jean Donovan chose us to
host from the many, many schools in her district.

The event included dinner, a keynote speaker from
Naperville’s own KidsMatter discussing the topic
of helping our children handle stress, and a vendor
fair featuring businesses who provide goods and
services to local schools. In addition, PTA mem-
bers were able to attend one of three mini-courses
on the topics of volunteerism, PTA and Facebook,
or By-Laws and Standing Rules.

(FROM THE PTA PRESIDENT, ontinued on page 8)
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' If you have a child in ANY District 204 school thizs an IEP
= (Individualized Education Plan) or 504 plan, ORafi are a Supported

l Education Staff member, we’d love for you to comd aheck us out.

We meet monthly, and following our meetings, wetlygest speakers
who share information pertinent to our unique paingrexperiences.

]
= Information will be coming soon about our seconduat grant program, ‘ \
: benefiting our wonderful Supported Education Stdffie IPSN PTA \f\ I
*® membership has again made this commitment outatitgde to the
. staff that daily goes the extra mile with and far &ids. These grants W 1. :
lwill be available only to IPSN PTA staff membeStaff membership _
dues are $4/year.
i n

-§Our next meeting will be on November 17 at 7:00iprthe Crouse Education Center. Rather than skepea
= however, we are hosting our first-ever Resource Fauests will have the opportunity to meet soaual service
- providers and hopefully gather some new informatidve look forward to seeing you there!

IPSN PTA liaison

l Kim Lee :
...' ........ .' ........ M ........ .. ........ .. ........ M ........ . -------- .. ........ M ........ .. ........ .. ........ M ........ ' ........ ' ........ M -------- . ........ . ........ M ...... -'I
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Go to the May Watts Book Fair website for all tlegadls (also see page 9)!
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoadlitblish/maywatts

It's been back to basics in the LMC this month. drthde levels have been learning to find what thesd in
the library. With the exponential explosion ofarhation in recent years, the key to success igriatowing
the facts, but rather in knowirigow to find the facts The beginning of this process is learning basarch
strategies and using keywords to find books inlitivary.

We want K-2 students to be “Just Right” — Your chidren need your encouragement to choose and read
“Just Right” books!

Our emphasis for K-2 students will continue to é&&rhing to select “just right” books. In ordetbcome bet-
ter readers, children need to read, read, reaavekier, if they have a book that is too difficuttwill not pro-
vide the practice the child needs to improve flyesmed comprehension. Frustration with difficuloke actu-
ally makes kids dislike reading. Mrs. Hawbaker &hdve been trying our best to steer studentedadable
books, but we need your help! Please talk to yhild about the books they are reading, and ask toeread
aloud to you. K-2 may check out two books an@etiand one of these should be a “just right” blmokhem.

Remember, comprehension is just as important aadluin deciding whether a book is “Just Rightrat.

Grades 4 & 5 - The Best of Rebecca (Caudill)

The Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award éslifinois state award for books geared toward et
in grades 4 through 8. Since 1988, lllinois’ studdrmave been voting for their favorite book frora tist of 20
nominees. The twenty titles nominated each yeaesemt the best of modern children’s literature.

For the rest of this calendar year, May Watta#d %' grade students will be reading Rebecca Caudillinom
nees from 1988 — 2010. Each time students firgading one of the 460 titles, they get enteredarpool of
student names to win free books. Any student wasorbad 10 books by January 2010 will also quédifya
pizza party. For a complete list of nominated @o to the Rebecca Caudill webgitip://
www.rebeccacaudill.org Students who have finished reading one of thesés will fill out a slip with their
name, the book title and author, and rate the Beb& (books read any time since August 2009 wilirth
Each week, we will draw student names to awardiceeks.

Laurie May
LMC Director

$$%




Parents’ Discussion Guide To Maximize Your

Parent Teacher Conferences

Adapted by the Parent Diversity Advisory Council fa District 204 parents
Suggested Questions Developed Beggy Gisler, Ed.S. and Marge Eberts, Ed.S.,

| feel my child is not
being challenged

Questions You Should Ask:
1. How is my child doing
academically in your class?

Do you feel my child is quickly
completing class assignments with
little effort? What does my child
do if he/she finishes an assignment
early?

How can you challenge my
child? How do you differentiate foy
my child?

4. Does the school have a formal
program for gifted and talented
children? Should my child be
tested for it?

5. What can | do at home to
enhance my child's educational
experience?

Tips for Parents:

1. Discuss with the teacher the
possibility of your child spending
less time with the curriculum mag
tered and more time with extensign
and enrichment opportunities.

Visit Internet sites
(www.nagc.org) to find ideas abojit
how to challenge bright children.

3. Consider enrolling your child in}
some enrichment classes or
activities either after school or onj
Saturdays. School districts, col-
leges, and museums offer these
types of programs.

=)

4. Join a parents' group involved
the education of gifted children.




| feel my child is
struggling socially

Questions You Should Ask:
Does my child have any friends
at school?

Why do you feel my child is hay
ing problems socializing with othe
children?

Is there anything you can do in

the classroom to help my child feel

more comfortable around his/her
peers?

Do you have any suggestions
about what | could do at home to

help my child get along better with

his/her classmates?

Would it be a good idea for my
child to talk to the school counsel
or psychologist about ways to im-
prove her/his socialization skills?

Tips for Parents:
1. Tryto make your home a plag

that helps your child’s friends feell

comfortable.

Invite a classmate to your home

to play with your child.

Have your child participate in
programs that bolster his/her inte

ests, skills (karate, music, scouting)

and circle of friends.

Let your child see you in social
interactions so that he/she will hal
an appropriate role model.

Children with friends at school
are generally happier than those
without; however, solid relation-
ships with family members,
neighborhood children, and other
adults can be good substitutes.

=
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| feel my child and the
teacher do not get along

Questions You Should Ask:
Is my child behaving appropri-
ately in the classroom?

Are you aware that my child is
finding it difficult to work with
you?

What suggestions do you havg
about ways my child could
improve his/her relationship with
you?

Do you have any ideas about
how you might get along better
with my child?

5. What can | do to support a
positive relationship between yoy
and my child?

Tips for Parents:

Approach the conference with p
cooperative attitude and avoid
confrontation.

Make a list of the positive and
negative experiences your child §s
having at school and share them
with the teacher.

Remember that you have only
heard half of the story. Could yogr
child be overreacting to a
situation?

Listen carefully to your child's
comments about what is going o
at school and help him/her find
ways to handle the situation.

—

5. Visit the classroom to monitor
your child's perception of the
situation.

| feel my child is doing
well. What else is
there to talk about?

Questions You Should Ask:
What grade level is my child]

performing on in reading, math

social studies, and science?

How is my child doing in re-
lation to the rest of the class?
my child performing in the top
25% or top 10%7?)

S

What do you see as my child's
strengths and needs?

Could you tell me about my
child's work ethic, relations with
other children, behavior in class,
and attitude toward learning?

Can you tell me what aca-
demic topics and skills will be
emphasized this year in your
classroom?

Tips for Parents:

Give the teacher extra infor-
mation about your child to helg
him or her know the child better.

Express your appreciation tc
the teacher for the good year
your child is having at school.

Ask the teacher if there is
anything special that you coulc
do to help in the classroom this
year.

Talk to your child each day
about what is going on in
school, and be sure to praise the
effort she/he is putting into
getting a good education.

/

$$%




(FROM THE PTA PRESIDENT, @ntinued from page 3)

| would like to thank the following people who hetpout with
the event:

Karen Altekruse Diane Glonek
Jennifer Straub Gretchen Past
Cindy Brennan Laurie May il

Maureen Overman

A special thanks to Mr. Raczak for his continuegpsart of the
May Watts PTA.

Cassie Burns
May Watts PTA President

# O#>
May Watts Students — Add YOUR creative touch to eahool’s entryway!

The PTA-sponsored ART STARS program brings our &y Watts student art gallery to the school
lobby. We're currently enjoying creative workstrrdhese May Watts ART STARS:

Alexandra G. 1W Jacob R. 2BA Nat&lia 1G
Amruth P. 4G James W. 3BR Paige B 2BA
Esther W. 3A Kate R. 47 Sahile 3K
Ishaan P. 2BA Morgan C. 2G Sohia 2BA

Thank you each so much for sharing your inspiragind enriching our school with your wonderful
artwork!

Lend us one of your works of art and add YOUR peatity and pizzazz to our school’'s main entrance.
You can share 2D or 3D pieces, created at homeaass. Here are a couple ideas for November:
HARVESTor GIVING THANKS.

Please label your artwork with

your name and classroom and

place it in the main office in ART

STARS folio or box.

For November’s display we would
especially like to showcase art-
work submitted as part of the
Reflectiongrogram; please share
your beautiful entries with the en-
tire May Watts community.

PTA Bulletin Board Committee
Andrea Hirniak-Sandy,
630-416-2036,

haole67 @yahoo.cormr

Paula Popko, 630-416-8855,
leepopko@wideopenwest.com
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All Aboard!

May Watts School and Scholastic Books presents :

—
SALE DATES |
Jwed. Nov.4th  8am—8pm |
IThurs. Nov. 5th 8:45am—4pm
Fri. Nov. 6th 8:45am—4pm I
IMon. Nov. 7th 8:45am—4pm I
ITues. Nov. 10th 8am—38pm I
|

I We accept cash, checks and credit cards. Make

checks payable to May Watts School.

Each year, the May Watts Book Fair provides theesgary funds to support
the school’s Library Media Center (LMC). Througbuy generous support of
this event, we are able to purchase new booksaceplorn books & provide

reading programs for the children of May Watts.afik you for your

continued support!

$$%
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11/04/09 Parent/Teacher conferences
4:30 - 8 pm
11/4/09-11/10/09 May Watts Book Fair in the LMC
11/10/09 NO SCHOOL (Parent/Teacher
conferences 8 am - 3 pm and
4:30 - 8 pm)
11/11/09 NO SCHOOL (Veterans Day)
11/16/09 General PTA meeting (7 pm in LMC)
11/23/09 Watts Uparticles are due for Dec.
11/25/09-11/27/09  NO SCHOOL (Thanksgiving Break)
12/21/09 Winter Break
1/4/2010 Classes resume
1/12/2010 General PTA meeting (7 pm in LMC)
1/14/2010 End of semester/second quarter
1/15/2010 NO SCHOOL (Teacher Work Day)
1/18/2010 (II\\I/IgrtiSnclljuct)fgt King Day) On Qctoper 6, 2009, Office Max paid a
2/2/2010 NO SCHOOL (Parent/Teacher special tribute to 1000 outstanding
teachers all across the country — and ofgr
conferences)

LMC’s own Mrs. Laurie May was one of
them! A team came to May Watts, load@d
& down with shopping carts full of supplies
and equipment worth over $1200.00,
including a digital camera, a scanner an§i a
desk chair! Company representatives
asked Mr. Raczak if there was anything
else the school needed, and wound up
donating all new mouse pads for the
computer lab, too! It was all part of

Office Max’s A Day Made Better progra
Working to Erase Teacher Funded
Classrooms.Mr. Raczak was the one whi
nominated Mrs. May for the honor,

writing “Mrs. May teaches K-5th grade

I T library and technology skills. Laurie is

’ an outstanding advocate for the childre

and teachers at May Watts. She
coordinates all of our technology efforts.
s She assures the school is always pointe
: in the right direction in regards to
research and informational literacy. Shéd

The Decembewatts Upwill be posted the week of| || is a tireless worker. Mrs. May is the glug

12/1. Please send me your articles by 11/23! that holds us together.”

Maureen Overman
630-717-5485/maureenoverman@yahoo.com
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